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Governor’s Message
Hello Lions,

In February, most people think of LOVE and giving items to signify their
feelings of caring for a spouse, partner, child, friends, etc. Lions is a
local, state, and international family. All are working towards the same
goal of providing services for their communities. It is a good time to show
our LOVE by purchasing a 24C Charity Foundation Raffle Ticket to
support LCIF (Lions Clubs International Foundation). If your club has NOT
received your book of 6 raffle tickets for $20 each, please let me know.
Also, when your club contributes a total of $1,000 to LCIF, the club can
then give a Melvin Jones Fellowship to a member who has served the club
and community faithfully.

This time of year, most are wanting to keep close to the warmth of your
home, but now is the time of greatest need for food, clothing, and shelter.
To help us to keep contributing to our communities needs, we need to
continue reaching out to encourage new prospective members to join.
This will help us sustain and grow our footprints in our areas.

Over time our community needs do change and we do not need to be
focusing on something that is not really relevant anymore. Be observant
and listen to what your communities are in need of. Do a Community
Assessment with your area leaders and officials. This is a good place to
start!

Did you put those LOVF tickets in a drawer or on a shelf? It is never NOT
the right time to sell these tickets. Our District is aware of the many needs
that LOVF has contributed to help our projects. The drawing will be April
21 at our State Convention in Dulles, VA. Maybe YOU will be the $10,000
winner this year!!!!

Remember, we are “Growing Lions for Service to Change the World.”

DG Jean
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MD24 Service Projects
Please enter your service projects in LCI (lionsclubs.org).
Reporting is vital to the success of our local Lions clubs,

districts, and international. LCI reviews the activities of the
clubs and districts requesting financial assistance and uses this
information for determining eligibility for grants. If you need

help entering activities, please contact Lion Joel Lytton, District
24C administrator (jclytton@gmail.com). Please consider

participating in the MD 24 State-wide environmental projects.

Districts 24L, C, and I are supporting International President,
Dr. Patti Hill’s environmental initiative by participating in
two State-wide environmental projects. The first project is

the NexTrex recycling program, which will run through June
2024. We are collecting soft plastics (see website below for

details). After 1,000 pounds are collected NexTrex donates a
bench to your community.  For more information visit the Nextrex

site: www.nextrex.com

The second project is a Spring tree planting. Clubs can choose to
do tree planting or buy seedlings/saplings for area residents and
other organizations to plant. We will share more information on

this project in the Spring. 

We are asking all clubs to participate in these important projects.
The plastics recycling project may result in your club receiving a

bench and will help get the plastics out of our environment.
Please post pictures on social media platforms of your club

participating in these projects and use #lionsgogreen.
International President, Dr. Patti Hill will see these posts when

using the hashtag.
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LCIF (Lions Club International Foundation)
Bring hope to people in communities who have lost homes,

businesses and even loved ones to natural disasters. No matter
where these tragedies happen, Lions Clubs International

Foundation (LCIF) is there with critical funding for Lions-led
disaster relief efforts. Make a gift to restore communities.

In Arkansas, a tornado with 165 mph winds leveled homes and
killed people. This storm caused widespread devastation

throughout the Southern and Midwestern U.S. LCIF responded
with Emergency Grants totaling US$70,000 for immediate
needs across multiple states. Your support continues to aid

local Lions-led relief and impact lives.

Your donation to the general Disaster Fund supports Lions’
efforts to make a lasting difference. LCIF quickly provided a

US$10,000 Emergency Grant for Spokane County, WA wildfire
evacuations, supplying essentials like school items, clothes,

baby needs and first aid kits, plus food and water.

Since July 1, 2023, LCIF has awarded nearly 70 grants, totaling
more than US$1.5 million to empower Lions in Constitutional
Area I. Learn more about LCIF Disaster Relief grants or email

LCIFGlobalGrants@lionsclubs.org.  Your donation qualifies for
Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF) and Progressive MJF credit. Your

generous donations to LCIF’s Disaster Relief Fund, specifically
reserved for all disaster relief, helps Lions continue to serve.

To Donate, 
please go to 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/grant-types/disaster-grants?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_CA1EndofYearAppeal_2024_1206101975&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=2D8A113BF75D7ED35C31C3FE5AB8B487&elq=c83bac07ae2e413984ac5a53b61b3891&elqaid=32248&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=4307
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/er?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_CA1EndofYearAppeal_2024_1206101975&utm_medium=email&s=94443966&lid=13840&elqTrackId=283c241adac3423d96c3c6feff8686eb&elq=c83bac07ae2e413984ac5a53b61b3891&elqaid=32248&elqat=1


F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4

Appalachia Lions Club News
On December 12th our club distributed 60 food boxes to the needy in

our community. We had 4 volunteers with 8 volunteer hours.

On December 14th, we had our Christmas dinner and awards night. We
were very honored to have as our guest DG Jean Cook, PDG John

Seaborn, and Joan Miller, Peace Poster Chair.

Several members in our club were awarded WE SERVE pins for their
dedication to feeding the hungry. They are Ben Hooper, Gary Williams,

Jimmy Fillmore, Allen Wolfe, Will Owens, and Bill Snyder.
 

These members under the supervision of Jennifer Joliffe received WE
SERVE pins for their dedication to eye screening the children of Scott

County Schools. They are Lions Ben Hooper, Gary Williams, Roger
Ramey, Jackie Johnson, Endora Johnson, Jimmy Fillmore, Allen Wolfe,
Tammy Collins, Sandy Thomas, Bill Snyder, Krystal Roberts, and Will
Owens. They screened 1343 children, referred 148 with a total of 236

volunteer hours.

Members Lion Gary Williams and Lion Larry Williams were presented
the Community Service Award, Sandy Thomas received a membership

key from LCI, Allen Wolfe was chosen Lion of the year, and DG Jean
Cook presented Sheree Ramey with a certificate for completing the

Proud Lion Program.

We donated 100 dollars to Mountain Empire Older Citizens Fuel Fund.

January 3rd we had 5 members distribute 60 food boxes to the needy
with 15 volunteer hours.  



F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4

Pound Lions Club News
The president of the Pound Lions Club is the director of the local food

bank. Four other Lions are volunteers at the center. In addition to
boxing the food and distributing it, several volunteers must go to the
local distribution center load up food, bring it to the Pound, and then
unload it. The director also orders food from the Food City and Pound
IGA for additional items, picks them up and unloads with the help of
other volunteers. The food bank is open every Thursday. Over 200

families were served with around 100 volunteer hours.

We were given details about a family with children who attend Adams
Combined School in Pound, Va. There were 5 children in the family and
two adults. We purchased 2 toys of their choice for each child as well as

a stuffed animal and a complete outfit including new shoes for each
child. We also purchased a box of groceries including cereal, milk,

bread, crackers, sugar, flour, meal, butter, cream, potatoes, cookies,
peanut butter, pop tarts, beans, corn, stuffing, a ham, chips,

candy, fruit, and juice drinks.

The Pound Lions Club purchased 300 pack of nabs which we donated to
the town parade committee to be included in the treat bags for the

Christmas parade. Three of the members assisted with filling the bags
and boxing them for distribution during the parade. On the day of the
parade 6 club members and 3 three students from Central High School
had an entry in the parade from which we distributed stuffed animals
to all the kids on the parade route. Lions members obtained the town

tree and helped with the decoration.  
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Pound Lions Club News Continued
On Thanksgiving day Pound club president, Charlene Shortt, assisted
with the distribution of over 300 dinners to residents of Wise County
and the City of Norton at the Episcopal Church. This was a community

volunteer effort sponsored by churches, businesses, and individuals
.

At our Christmas pot luck dinner, Lion Johnny Tompkins was presented
with a Melvin Jones Award by District Governor Jean Cook. Johnny is

very deserving of this award. President Charlene Shortt also presented
a plaque in memory of Lion Sherril Sturgill, secretary, who passed

away in February 2023. We are donating a bench in her honor to be
placed in town. Lion Sherril was a dedicated Lion who had served the

club and community well.
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Saltville-Rich Valley Lions Club News
Saltville-Rich Valley Lions Club Peace Poster Contest results.
 
1st PIC - group of 8 students participating, Northwood Middle
School, eight grade, ages 13 under direction of teacher, Ms.
Kimberly Wynegar
 
2nd PIC - Winners - pictured left to right - Second Place Winner
Raymond Hughtes III, First Place Winner Lexi Feeny amd Third
Place Winner - Channing Waldie.
 
3rd PIC -  Winners with (l)_Club President Ernest Blevins &
(r) Ms. Kimberly Wynegar, teacher.
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Saltville-Rich Valley Lions Club News
ContinuedRecently the Saltville-Rich Valley Lions Club had the privilege of

awarding a Melvin Jones Fellowship to one of its members. Club
President Ernest Blevins had the honor of presenting a Melvin
Jones Fellowship to Lion Linda Larmer. Lion Linda is the club's
treasurer, annual carnival chairperson and coordinator, and
held two consecutive terms as club president, Lion Linda excels
in community service. She not only works in club activities but
provides services to individuals in thee Saltville area and
surrounding communities. Using her personal vehicle Lion Linda
transports individuals to doctor appointments, medical
procedures, hospitals and emergency rooms to name a few.

Lion Linda helps individuals setting up their medications
eliminating errors in dosages, etc. She can be seen mowing her
neighbor's lawn.  
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Wytheville Lions Club News
Congratulations to Lion Rob Kern and to Lion John Todd on
receiving their Melvin Jones Fellowships in December for the
faithful years of service to the fundraisers and service projects
of the Wytheville Lions Club.

Read Across America (RAA) is celebrated this year the week of
March 2-6th, 2024. We celebrate the books of Dr. Seuss. His
birthday is March 2nd. Our district is encouraging members to
contact elementary schools in their areas and ask them to
participate in this program. What we can do is read to children
in their classrooms. Call a school and ask to speak to a principal
or vice principal and ask if this is something you can do for them
to help celebrate literacy in the schools! It can be one school or
several, it can be one classroom or several, just take direction
from the school. Books by Dr. Seuss are often selected by the
teacher, but you can bring a few of your own(just check with the
teacher on his or her preference).

Any questions, please feel to contact Lion Terry Jones (Reading
Chair) at 540-798.2524 or email terrysteve.jones1@gmail.com
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Read Across America
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White Cane
Greetings fellow Lions. Now that the holidays are behind us we
can turn our thoughts to White Cane. But some may ask, Why Do
We Do White Cane? Before we look at that question, here's a
little White Cane history.

1921 - James Biggs, a photographer from Bristol, England,
became blind following an accident. Because he was feeling
uncomfortable with the amount of traffic around his home, he
painted his walking stick white to be more visible.

1930 - Lion George A. Bonham, President of the Peoria, Ill. Lions
Club introduced the idea of using the white cane with a red band
as a means of assisting the blind in independent mobility. The
Peoria Lions Club approved the idea and white canes were made
and distributed. Shortly after, the Peoria City Council adopted
the first ordinance in the country giving the white cane users the
right-of-way to cross the street.

1964 - The US Congress approved a resolution authorizing the
President of the United States to annually issue a proclamation
designating October 15th as "National White Cane Safety Day".
President Lyndon Johnson was the first US President to sign the
proclamation.

1969 - The International Federation of the Blind adopted October
15th as "International White Cane Safety Day".

Virginia also has white cane laws. State Law:
- Section 46.2-932.1
- Section 46.2-933
- Section 46.2-934
Look em up
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White Cane Continued
Now back to our question, Why Do We Do White Cane?

To increase public awareness of white cane
It's an excellent way to raise funds for your vision projects
and programs
Good public exposure for your club. We gotta let 'em know
we're here. 
It's the Lion thing to do.

And if these reasons aren't enough, let's not forget the District
contest. Forgot about it didn't you?  Well here's how it works. 

Contest runs through April 1st, 2024
You hold your white cane events
You send Lion Danny Miller  the event info, as they happen
(date, what you did and where and the amount collected).
Lion Danny will keep a running tab of each reporting club's
totals
The club that raises the most money will be declared the
winner and will be announced at the State Convention in
April.
Winning club will receive from the District matching funds, not
to exceed $250.00. 
Example : Winning club collects a total of $175.00, they
receive another $175.00. Collect $250.00 or more will receive
$250.00.
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OAE Hearing Screening Device Training
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LCIF Raffle Information
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State Convention Nominations Committee
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State Convention Nominations Committee Continued
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Lions District 24C Fighting Hunger Day


