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KEEP THE VISION   

Dear Fellow Loins 

Again, I thank you for the honor to serve as your District Governor. 
Being of service is also an education in the complexity of each special 
Lions member. We are all blessed with different talents and challeng-
ing each of you as Lions to grow in your talent is so exciting. 

I ask each Lion to be mindful of the fact that being of service also 
means serving each other with kindness because it truly does matter.  I 
hope you are growing each day as you learn new ways to tell your sto-
ry. Do you have your media on speed dial in your community so you 
can get in touch with them quickly. Go by and get to know them so 
they understand how important it is to talk about being a Lion and the 
benefit of service and new members. 

Did you take pictures of your service project on Lions of Virginia 
Day? If so, did you share them with your local media and your Face-
book.  By telling your story through pictures and video, those in need 
know that you are there and supporting your community. Who is your 
Marketing Chair? 

Recently, I traveled to Fredericksburg, Virginia to the 24L Fall Con-
ference. The first class of the day was a funeral of a club that once up-
on a time was vibrant, but they got comfortable and felt they did not 
need any new members. They did not realize they were beginning to 
write their obituary. There was sad music, some flowers, even a tomb-
stone. 

Having a welcoming shower with food and friends because you have a 
new member to your family, is much more exciting and your legacy 
will live on and on. So today and every day, Ask One worthy person 
to come to your next meeting. He future of your club lies in your 
hands, and what will the legacy of your club become. Get excited, 
practice your elevator speech every morning and grow in your own 
way. 

Thank you again, it is my pleasure to travel and meet special Lions as 
we serve together. Call me any time, 304-920-1051. 

DG Connie Saunders 

Together We Can 
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Special MD 24 Announcement  

 

Attention Club Secretaries and Administrators  

LCI has opened the Delegate assignment portal on MYLCI. This is the same as 

assigning your voting Delegates for the Lions International Convention.  

Sign onto MYLCI as you do to report your membership each month.  

Go to My Lions Club Select Conventions Select View Delegates on the MD24 

State Convention  

Select add Delegates Once Delegates are assigned the Club Secretary can go to the 

convention page to view Delegates and print the confirmation page.  

Delegates can be changed anytime up to 5:00 PM Saturday, April 29.  

THANK YOU  

Lion Tammie J. Brightwell MD24 State Secretary Treasurer  

501 Elm Ave. SW  

Roanoke, VA 24016  

540-342-5466 
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2022-23 Lions International President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Sheehan,  

104th LCI International President  

“Together We Can” 

Together We Can. President Sheehan believes it. He sees it in his work, in his service and in his won-

derful marriage to Lori—teamwork makes it all work. That’s why Together We Can is his message to 

Lions, and the world. We see it in our clubs every day. People uniting to build up our communities, to 

be the helping hand, to change lives. Together. We see it in the work we do with Lions Clubs Interna-

tional Foundation (LCIF). We take on big life-changing projects that make our communities healthier, 

more vital and more sustainable. And we do it together. Lions know we can’t do it alone. To accom-

plish big things, we all have to pull together, roll up our sleeves and put in the work to make the im-

possible possible. And we do it with a smile because this is how we live, this is how we serve, and this 

is who we are as Lions. Every day, we live out the simplicity, the necessity and the absolute beauty of 

Together We Can.  

Together We Can Starts with You! 

Sure, we can make a difference on our own. But together, we can change the world. Here are 

some great ways to put Together We Can to work in your club and your community.  

Teamwork  

Teamwork is the engine that drives us forward—it’s how great things happen. So it’s up to 

each of us to pitch in, to do our part, and to be a team player. Not only will we get great 

things done, but we’ll be part of something greater than ourselves too.  

Attitude  

We’re driven by a passion for helping others—and we have fun doing it. So keep in mind that 

a smile and a can-do attitude are contagious. When our service and fellowship reflect the joy 

within us, we can achieve the best possible outcomes and bring out the very best in ourselves.  

Thinking outside of the box  

This expression usually denotes innovation and big change—but it’s really about problem-

solving. It’s a willingness to reassess and set aside old ways, to get creative and try new 

things. And when you embrace it, you just may find that the impossible is, in fact, possible.  

Source:  https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_EnLYKelnDqa51gug.jpg.pdf?v=1 

https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_EnLYKelnDqa51gug.jpg.pdf?v=1
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR - MD24-C (2022-2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

LION Connie Saunders 

THEME: KEEP THE VISION  

Connie Saunders was born in Bluefield, WV where she attended school.  She graduated from Bluefield 

College, Bluefield, VA in 1969 with a degree in Business Administration.   Connie then attended Con-

cord University to continue her studies in Business Management, next moving to Morgantown, WV and 

continuing her studies in Business Management. She is a lifelong student at Bluefield State College and 

continues to take classes as her interests change.  

While living in Morgantown, WV, Connie worked with Bureau of Mines, WV in preparing Safety 

Training, administering examinations for Mining Inspectors and preparing budgets for the Bureau of 

Mines.   

After graduation, she moved to Tazewell, Virginia where she worked at Tazewell Industries as an Of-

fice Manager and operations assistant. Connie grew into the legal field as a legal secretary for Hudgins, 

Coulling and Brewster. 

Next, Connie moved to Bluefield and began her position at Bluefield Supply in Management where she 

was responsible for Accounts Payable for thirty different companies.  She married Rick Saunders in 

1976 and they have been married for 45 years with a son Rick, daughter Wendy, and daughter Gray.  

Rick and Connie have four grandchildren. 

After much consideration, Connie grew into Image Consulting where she met many people and made 

new friends, which led her to go into the beauty business and open Beauty Escape.  Learning how to run 

a business on a small scale gave her the opportunity to open Saunders Staffing in 1989 and next in 1994 

opening Personnel Pool of Virginia, Inc. a second staffing company. 

To give back to her community, West Virginia Community Services for Women, dba WISE opened as a 

non-profit.  WISE provides support services and a professional wardrobe to women who are re-entering 

the workforce, victims of domestic violence, recovering drug addicts, natural disasters or any event that 

causes lack of stability including homeless. 

In her spare time, Connie enjoys quilting, gardening, antiques and politics.  Connie and Rick are mem-

bers of the Bluefield, Virginia Lions Club where they are found delivering backpacks of food to local 

schools or visiting nursing homes to brighten their day with events and cards as well as bingo.  
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MD 24 C 2022-2023 District Goals 

District Governor Connie Saunders announces her goals for MD 24 C for 

2022-2023 

By the end of the 2022-2023 Lions Year: 

1.  Our   District will have at least 80% of clubs reporting service activities in MyLion. 

2.  Clubs will help the district complete 1200 service activities and serve 150,000 people. 

3.  Our district will add at least 125 new members. 

4.  Our district will not exceed 110 dropped members. 

5.  All clubs will strive to end the year with at least a + 2 in membership. 

6. 2 new clubs and 1 new Leo Club will be formed.  This is a repeat of last year because it is a 

good goal.   

7.  Our district will help to rejuvenate/rebuild all Lions and Leo Clubs as we move forward in 

managing the Covid 19 virus. 

8.  100% of Region Chairs, zone chairs and incoming club offices will complete training for 

their offices (in person or online) and report such to the GLT Chairperson.  

9. 75% of clubs will demonstrate financial support for Campaign 100 to end our District rais-

es $25,000 for LCIF. 

10.  Increase percentage of women in clubs to 38% and keep diversity in mind when recruit-

ing new Lions. 

11. 11% increase in clubs seeking the State Achievement Award and or Club Excellence 

Award 

12. Keep the Proud to Be a Lion Program as a tool to strengthen new Lions. 

13. The district will be organized to have service projects that follow our historical path of 

service in vision, hunger, environment childhood cancer and diabetes. 
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2022-2023 MD 24 C Lions of Virginia 

District Governor Connie Saunders 

Event and Club Visitation Schedule 

 

2023 Event Dates 

January 27 – 28, 2023 

Council Meeting and DG-E Training 

– Roanoke Springhill Suites 

January 29, 2023 

MD 24 C Cabinet Meeting 2:30 p.m. at the Gill Sight Foundation Building  

501 Elm Avenue, Roanoke, VA  

February 24 – 25, 2023 

Multi-district Winter Conference 

– Midlothian, VA Double Tree Hotel 

April 26 – 30, 2023 

State Convention - Delta by Marriott, 

Bristol, VA 

July 7 – 11, 2023 

International Convention – Boston, MA 

Sept. 15-16, 2023 

Fall Conference – Wytheville, VA 
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Cave Spring District Lions Club 

News from The Cave Spring Lions Club 

This Month’s Meetings: March 9, 2023 at 6:30 pm at the Clubhouse. Regular Meeting Dinner 

provided by Adele’s Board Meeting 5:30 pm  

Ailing Lions: Lion Marsha Wagner suffered a stroke, completed rehab and is now at home. 

Lion Ashley had her tonsils removed. Lion Enneke Moser should now be home recuperating 

from her broken wrist. Please keep them all in your thoughts and prayers.  

Kudos: Cave Spring Lions worked 259.25 Hours at the Eye Glass Recycle Center in February. 

Lions Babs Newman, Bob Simpson, Brenda Siemon, Dick Decker, Diane Decker, Brooklyn 

Camper, Chuck Patrick, Frances Mills, Gary Habla, Jim Newman, Janice Marine, Joyce Glid-

den, Kathy Williams, Kay Patrick, Lloyd Marine, Sherri Camper, Vicki Portis, David Mole-

dor, Dee Harrison, Deborah Edwards, Michael Marine, Ricky Edwards and Terry Jones.  

Yard Sale When you’re doing your Spring cleaning, remember to start saving for the Yard 

Sale!  

Mark your Calendar:  

March 23, 2023 Regular Meeting 6:30 pm at the Clubhouse Dinner provided by Adele’s  

March 4, 2023 Bland Contest 2:00 pm North Roanoke Baptist Church  

April 28 -30, 2023 Lion’s State Convention Delta By Marriott Bristol, Va. Lions  

Reading Across America Day 

Terry Jones and Michael Brown read at Cave Spring Elementary School to 

help celebrate Read Across America Day. Lion Michael dressed as The Cat 

in the Hat and the kids loved him.  

 

 

 

Cave Spring Lions Club Roanoke, Virginia March 2, 2023 Valentine 

Social Note the colorful Valentine decorations on the table  

 

 

February 9, 2023 Lion VP Gary Habla presided. Lion Secretary Deb-

orah Edwards introduces The Roanoke Valley Dulcimer Club.  The 

Roanoke Valley Dulcimer Club provides the evening entertainment.  

Earl Vanover, speaker for the group, explains the instruments. It was 

a lovely program.  
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Christiansburg Lions Club 

Since the fall, Christiansburg Lions have been actively involved in all 

aspects of Lions Service.  In September Lions from the club participat-

ed in the Christiansburg Wilderness Days Festival.  Lions from the 

club sold Lions of Virginia Foundation Raffle Tickets to help raise 

funds for the club and for the foundation.  The Club also sold brooms, 

and handed out applications and club brochures. 

At the November Meeting Club members collected peanut butter for 

the Montgomery County Emergency Assistance Program.  This pro-

gram provides needed assistance to Montgomery County residents.  

The club collected over 165 jars of peanut butter for MCEAP.  A rep-

resentative from MCEAP was present and provided a brief overview 

of the many services the organization provides to the area citizens. 

 

At our December club meeting, our focus was on Pediatric Cancer.   

 

 

 

Ms. Juanita Prada with the Carilion Pediatric Cancer Center, who her-

self is a cancer survivor, talked to the club about her foundation 

“Behold Be Gold” which is a support group for Childhood Cancer Late 

Effect survivors.   

 

MD 24 C Pediatric Cancer Chairperson Kay Ford Patrick of the Cave 

Spring Lions Club talked about the ways clubs could support and pro-

vide meaningful service to the Carilion Pediatric Cancer Center. 

 

On the first weekend in December, Christiansburg Lions Club mem-

bers were out early to host its annual Christmas Craft Show at the 

Christiansburg Recreation Center.  The club sold all the vendor spaces 

and had positive feedback from vendors and patrons who came out for 

the day.  A major portion of the clubs fundraising comes from the pro-

ceeds of this one day event.  All the profits are put back into meeting 

needs in Montgomery and Floyd County 
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Daleville Fincastle Lions Club 

In July the Lions Club participated in a miniature golf game at the Glebe 

in Daleville. This was a fund-raising project for the Glebe.  In September, 

the Lions started vision screening in the 10 schools in Botetourt. Eagle 

Rock Elementary did their own screening. Lions Pat Tayloe, Betty Reyn-

olds, Kathy Boone, and Carole Smith examined a total of 1,462 students 

and referred 156 students for eye exams by a professional. Pictured are 

Carole Smith, Kathy Boone, and Betty Reynolds. 

September 24, Lions participated in the Fincastle Festival.  We sold peanuts, LOVF tickets.  

Lions Jim Reynolds, Betty Reynolds, Keith Hartman and his wife, Carole Smith, and Pat Tay-

loe worked a Lions Club booth. 

Lion Betty Reynolds wanted to do something for the 

children at the Carilion Children's Cancer Center in 

Roanoke.  One of the focus areas of Lions is Pediat-

ric Cancer.  She decided to sew stuffed animals that 

would be safe for the smallest of children at the Cen-

ter.  She sewed over 64 animals.   Her two grandchil-

dren Aida and Ellison Simmons, who live in the ar-

ea, became involved by also by stuffing the animals.    

 

Teresa Fridley, along with other Lions participated in the Read Across 

America program.  It is a highly successful program that enables Lions to 

interact with children. 

 

 

At their October 18th meeting, the Daleville Fincastle Lions Club 

presented the Botetourt Food Pantry with a $6,000 check from the 

Lions Club and the Lions of Virginia Foundation. In addition to this 

financial support the Lions volunteer one Saturday each month to as-

sist with the distribution of food to the Botetourt Food Pantry Clients. 

Pictured above from the left are Lion volunteers Karen Sledd, Betty 

Reynolds, Treasurer of the Botetourt Food Pantry Karen Beasley, Li-

ons Club President Jim Reynolds and Lion volunteer Lowell Skelton. Not shown are Lion vol-

unteers at the Food Pantry, Teresa Fridley and Mary Sue McCormack. 

 In 2021 the Botetourt Food Pantry served an average of 92 families (328 people) each month. 

In 2022 the number of families needing food assistance has increased significantly. 



MD 24 C Lions Roaring Pride Newsletter 

 10 

Daleville Fincastle Lions Club (continued). 

In keeping with their Motto “We Serve”, the Daleville Fincastle Lions serve Botetourt County 

by providing Vision Screening for the Botetourt County Schools, volunteering at the Troutville 

Fire Dept., Trash Pickup on Catawba Road, Eyeglasses collection, Eyeglasses assistance, Read 

Across America, Children’s Cancer Project and the annual Bland Music Contest 

In September the Lions met together for a social time at the home of Betty and Jim Reynolds.  

Everyone brought a dish to share and then we sat around to talk and get to know each other 

better.  We appreciated the hospitality of Betty and Jim! 

Also in September, we volunteered to help the Troutville Fire Department at their annual fund-

raising golf tournament.  It was held at Botetourt Country Club. 

On October 22, the Lions coordinated a Bingo game at the Glebe.  There were about 40 play-

ers, and the event included a buffet lunch served by the Glebe.  It was highly successful and 

profitable for both the Lions and the Glebe. 

 

At the end of November, Lions Pat Tayloe, Carole Smith, and Teresa Fridley 

(along with a friend of Teresa’s Sandi Craft, met to decorate their Christmas 

Tree for the Fincastle Tinsel Trail.  The tree was sprinkled with glasses, 

white canes, eye charts, and blue and gold Christmas balls.  The tree is repre-

sentative of the activities performed because “We Serve.”   

 

 

Submitted by  

Carole Smith 
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Dublin Lions Club 

Dublin Lions spent a major portion of their October Meeting 

supporting organizations in the community.  Dublin Lions 

wrote a check to the Alpha Phi Sorority who provide assis-

tance to the Elementary schools in Pulaski County. 

 

 

 

 

Lion President Carolyn Hager and 1st Vice President Donna 

Settle presented a check to the five backpack programs in Pu-

laski County.  The check for $10,000.00 will be equally dis-

tributed to the 5 backpack programs in Pulaski County.   

 

 

 

Starting in 2022, Dublin Lions Club started a free community 

breakfast every Wednesday morning.  The program is free and 

takes donations to help provide a free hot meal for anyone.  The 

food and fellowship help to provide a much needed service. 

 

 

 

In December Lion Willard Akers was honored at the annual 

Christmas Parade.  Lion Willard is Dublin’s longest serving Li-

on is still active at 95 years of age.  Lion Willard still provides 

needed assistance to different groups in the community. 
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Dublin Lions Club Continued 

 

 

Dublin’s own Lion Lane Penn weas honored by the Pulaski 

Town Council for 24 years of dedicated service.  Lion Lane 

works hard for the Town of Pulaski and the County of Pulaski 

through his works in the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dublin Lions are preparing for the upcoming Pulaski County 

Springfest on April 1, 2023.  Dublin Lions will be cooking and 

giving away their world famous “LION DOGS” 

 

The program will be held at the Randolph Park and is spon-

sored by the Pulaski  County Parks and Recreation. 
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MD 24 C Lions Power Hour 

 

 

  MD 24 C Lions of Virginia 

Date and Time          Discussion Focus 

Aug. 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  Navigating LCI and LCI Learn 

Sept. 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  Zone and Club Officer District Training 

Oct. 5, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  Club and District Administrators:  Helping Clubs to         

     Report Service and Membership Data. 

Nov. 2, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  New Member Orientation 

Dec. 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  New Member Recruitment Events 

Jan. 4, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  Leo Clubs:  Planting Seeds for Growth 

Feb. 8, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  RLLI / Developing Leaders in Clubs 

Mar. 8, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  Keeping and Retaining Members 

Apr. 5, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  LCIF: Your foundation for community impact. 

May 3, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  Open Forum Discussion 

June 7, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  Open Forum Discussion 

Email or call to register 

PID Richard Chaffin at lionrpc@gmail.com  or call him at 434-660-4726  or  

PCC Marty Alford at marty.alford1960@gmail.com or call him at 540-392-1453 
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Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club 

We have made some changes in the Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club and wanted to make 

each of you aware of our recent changes: 

We have a new breakfast meeting place for the first and third Wednesdays of 

each month-Golden Corral at 1441 Town Sq Blvd, NW, Roanoke They open at 

8:00 a.m. and we have a free private meeting room. We also have a new meet-

ing time of 8:00 -9:00 a.m. This allows us to be the first guests at the breakfast 

bar, so ensure you are there on time to fill your plate and get to the meeting 

room in a timely manner.  To the left Suzanne Ross’ quick sketch of our first 

Golden Corral RVBLC meeting. 

The State Convention will be held April 26-30, 2023 at the Delta by Marriott, Bristol, VA if 

you are interested in attending this convention, please speak to a RVBLC officer and they will 

direct you to the convention registration forms to be completed. 

Our club participated again this year in the local Soup for Seniors event, purchas-

ing food to donate, and/or working at the church to sort and bag the groceries for 

our local outreach to seniors in need. Only part of the 14 cases of food cans, peanut 

butter and other items donated To Soup for Seniors. 

  

We also participated in the funding of a regional Birthday Party for a Pediatric Cancer Patient 

and a monetary donation to this same charity for 2022-2023 club year. Our members continued 

to volunteer for our other club outreach projects that meet our international focus on Vision, 

Hunger, Childhood Cancer, Diabetes and Environment such as: 

• Meals on Wheels  

• Eyeglass Recycling  

• Christian Soldiers Food Pantry 

• Fairview Elementary Lunch Buddies  

• Rescue Mission 

Thanks to each of our members for volunteering your time and expertise to so many local out-

reach projects! 

Our club members are selling our LOVF tickets, $1 each ticket, in books of 30, first prize 

drawing is for $10,000.  Remember this is our biggest fund raiser annually so we can meet our 

donation goals to other charities in the valley for 2022-2023. For each $30 book sold, the 

chapter keeps $20 for our charity fund. If each member on roll sells one book, we could meet 

our target goal for year 2022-2023. Please help us meet our goal, by contacting Lion Jim or 

Lion Wanda Dalton to get LOVF ticket books. They can be reached at 1-540-798-1014 (j) or 1

-540-798-6977 (W). 
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Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club 

We are so excited, it is that time of the year for the Bland Contest, Lion JJ Johnson has every-

thing ready for a great contest this year to be held at the North Roanoke Baptist Church on 

3/4/23 at 2 p.m. All members and guests are welcome to attend. 

Reminder to all our members as we encourage each of you to fulfill your obligations as club 

members by doing the following: 

Attend our club meetings on the first and third Wednesday every month, we would love to 

have you in person, however, we still use a conference line and Zoom if you cannot attend in 

person. Both tools are communicated by Lion Barbara Richmond on the meeting agenda each 

Tuesday prior to the Wednesday meeting. 

Invite friends, family, and co-workers to visit one of these meetings or a volunteer activity to 

see what we are about and possibly joining us as a new member for 2022-2023 club year. Our 

goal is that each member is asked to sponsor a member for this year 

Perform one volunteer event a month to serve our community faithfully. There are 17 different 

volunteer opportunities practiced within our chapter to choose from. This is not counting vol-

unteering to be an officer of our club where there are 9 officer (Assistant/Backup) positions 

that are available each year that will help you stretch and grow in many ways by serving. 

(Note: Lion Brenda Cooper, Membership Chair, sent out a listing of these 17 different volun-

teer opportunities last month, but if you missed it or need another copy, please let her know 

540-798-1972 text/call, email bbear224@yahoo.com or in person. She will be glad to get an-

other copy to you or explain what is involved in each opportunity if there are questions and 

most opportunities take only a couple hours once a month. 

 

At the combined MD 24 L, C, and I Mid Winter Conference in Richmond on 

February 25, 2023, 2nd Vice District Governor Andre Peery was presented 

with a Melvin Jones Fellowship award. 

 

 

Please Remember Why You Became a Lion….We Serve Because We Care! 

Submitted by  

Lion Brenda Cooper 

RVBLC 
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Roanoke Williamson Road Lions Club 

It is with a deep sense of sadness that  we announce the passing of Past District Governor 

Jacque D. Arnold.  PDG J. D. was a  35 year member of the Williamson Road Lions Club. 

He will be best remembered as a loving, caring, and kind spouse, father, grandfather, and 

great grandfather. He was a faithful member and deacon for 

Airlee Court Baptist Church. He had a distinguished career of 

39 years with Piedmont and US Airways. He was a member of 

Sampson AFB Veterans Association of Southwest Virginia 

Chapter. He was a devoted member of the Roanoke Williamson 

Road Lions Club in Roanoke Virginia and served as Past Dis-

trict Governor of 24-E. He and his late wife, enjoyed participat-

ing in Lion's Club functions, endeavors, and travels. PDG J. D. 

was an avid supporter of the USA Canada Leadership Forum, 

he served on the Elections and Credentials Committee for years 

at the State Conventions.  He was an active member of the Li-

ons Hearing and Research Foundation.  PDG J. D. served in his community delivering li-

brary books to the area shut ins.  He enjoyed family beach trips and RV camping at Myrtle 

Beach and Lake Robertson. 

A Call For Lion Leaders 

Dr. John Maxwell writes that “every organization rises and fails with their leadership.”  Our 

clubs deserve leaders who understand this statement.  As your MD 24 Global Leadership 

Team Coordinator, I want to encourage all clubs to sponsor your incoming officers to attend 

the 2024 Regional Lions Leadership Institute.   

This annual training takes place on the first weekend in March of each year.  The program is 

more than just leadership training.  It is a networking opportunity that will introduce you to 

your counterparts from across the state who can provide you with ideas and opportunities to 

help grow your club. 

Each district has 10 slots reserved and the cost is minimal ($225.00) and covers your room, 

meals and books for the weekend.  The only investment is your time and gas.  I am encourag-

ing all clubs to sponsor your attendees. 

Registration will start in the Fall of 2023.  Hopefully we will see you March 1—3, 2024.  The 

location is to be announced in the fall. 

Let’s grow our clubs in MD 24 C through training our leaders to be the best they can be. 
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Rural Retreat Lions Club News 

Bland Music Competition February 19, 2023 

Brooke Greiner was the winner of the James A. Bland Me-

morial Music Scholarship Contest, sponsored by the Rural 

Retreat and Wytheville Lions Clubs.  Shown in the photo 

are the four contestants:  Culum Guthrie, Alaina Guthrie, 

Brooke Greiner, and Tre Johnson. 

Brooke Greiner played "The Entertainer," by Scott Joplin, 

on the piano.  

The contest was held on Sunday, February 19th.   

Greiner advances to the regional level of the contest, 

which will be held on March 19th.  Winners there will 

compete for scholarship money at the State Lions Conven-

tion, to be held in Bristol in April.  

 

 

 

IRS & New Club Names (US Clubs only) 

With the 100 Clubs in 100 Days Campaign underway in CA I, this is a great time to bring up policy con-

cerning club names and how this relates to what is filed with the IRS when requesting an Employer Iden-

tification Number (EIN). 

When a new club application is submitted, it is important that the chosen club name receive initial ap-

proval from LCI staff BEFORE submitting that name to the IRS. Should their chosen name already be 

taken, or not follow Board Policy (Chapter X: Extension, Sec A-4), they will need to change it. The bot-

tom line is that the name filed with the IRS needs to match the name in our database and it will take less 

time to approve the name with LCI up front than it will to make a name change with the IRS later. 

Should the names not match, not only will this delay charter approval, but left that way, both LCI and the 

club risk fines down the road. 

TAKEAWAY: Make sure the new club name is accepted by LCI first and then use that exact name with 

the IRS 

This is a great reminder for your District Governors that need to approve the initial online new club ap-

plication (Step 2) before it is viewed by LCI Staff to grant name approval (step 3). More on all 5 

steps here>> 

Our Legal Department has several resources available to help navigate state and federal IRS require-

ments. They can be found in the Tax section of our Legal Resources landing page here>> 



MD 24 C Lions Roaring Pride Newsletter 

 18 

Wytheville Lions Club 

The Wytheville Lions Club participated in the Mayhem on Main 
Street event sponsored by Downtown Wytheville and the Wythe-
ville Recreation Department.  
 
 
 
 
The event includes Trick or Treat on Main street where the Lions 
were one of 40 groups passing out candy along several blocks of 
Main Street closed to traffic in down town. We estimate we saw 
over 500 trick or treaters this year.   
  
 

 

It also includes a kids fun run where kids need to clear a street full 

on obstacles before crossing the finish line.  

 

 

The Lions provided one of the 20 tasks for the event. Each partici-

pant has to show a card with a sticker for completing each obsta-

cle at the finish line, including a Lions International sticker for our 

event.. 
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Leader Dogs for the Deaf and Blind 
Like the dogs we train, our goal is to be a leader. 

Dedicated donor support makes these initiatives possible and allows us to provide our pro-

grams at no cost to our clients. 

We Innovate 

• We don't wait for someone else to try it. When we see a need, we address it. 

• First dedicated guide dog training program for people who are Deaf-Blind. 

• First guide dog organization to provide a free GPS device and training. 

• First guide dog organization to provide an accelerated program to teach orientation & mobility. 

• First summer camp for teens to incorporate teaching leadership skills, orientation & mobility skills 
and self-advocacy. 

We Listen 

• Our services aren't "one size fits all." We provide delivery models to meet our clients where they are. 

• Customized services for clients who cannot leave work or family for an extended period of time. 

• Urban guide dog training for clients who live, work or travel in big city environments. 

• Warm weather training during the winter for clients who live in temperate climates. 

• On-campus follow-up services for college students who recently received their first Leader Dog. 

We Improve 

• We believe that just because something works doesn't mean we can't do it better. 

• Modernize housing and training facilities for our clients and our canines. 

• Dual-train dogs for people who are Deaf-Blind to guide and to respond to specific environmental 
auditory cues. 

• Incorporate the most effective, up-to-date ways to train our dogs, including positive reinforcement 
methods. 

• Team up with assistive technology providers to improve technology for people who are blind. 

We Collaborate 

• Working with others lets us achieve things we couldn't do on our own and opens the door for more 
creative solutions. 

• Team up with guide dog organizations in Spain, Mexico and Brazil to provide training and follow-up 
services. 

• Partner with agencies and universities to fulfill needs in the blind rehabilitation community. 

• Share knowledge and metrics through the International Guide Dog Federation and U.S. Council of 
Dog Guide Schools. 

• Work with correctional facilities to raise puppies in prisons. 

DONATE TODAY  

Use this link to find ways to donate:  https://www.leaderdog.org/ways-to-give/giving-options/ 

https://www.leaderdog.org/ways-to-give/giving-options/
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Newsletter Schedule 
2022—2023 

Lions Roaring Pride  

District 24-C 

Issue 1  

Aug  29, 2022 

Issue 2  

September 18, 2022  

Issue 3  

March 12, 2023 

Issue 4  

May 15, 2023 

Issue 5  

June 26,  2023 

Reminder: Please submit 

news as text file and 

photographs in jpg for-

mat. Do not embed them 

in the article. 

 

Greetings Fellow Lions, 

 

 

Yours in Service 

Lion Marty Alford PCC 

Lions Roaring Pride Editor 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Lions Roaring Pride Newsletter 
MD 24 C  

Lions of Virginia 
Lions of Virginia  

PCC Marty Alford, Editor/Publisher 
370 Windsor Drive 

Christiansburg, VA 24073-6099 
 

Phone: 540-392-1453 
E-mail: marty.alford1960@gmail.com 


