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Governor’s Message
Hello Lions and Leos,

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! Not only with the beautiful flowering trees and the
traditional flowers, but with the long- anticipated launch of the NEW
LION PORTAL. A phased rollout for our Lion Account Users is April 15 –
May 13. During this time, all current users will receive an email inviting
them to access the new Lion Portal. If you do not see the email in your
everyday inbox, please check all spam and junk folders before contacting
LCI Member Support. The phased rollout is being done to ensure that staff
will be available to provide the best support possible and offer a positive
introductory experience.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
- NOW – APRIL 11: MyLion, MyLCI and Insights will continue to function as
normal.
- APRIL 12 and BEYOND: MyLion, MyLCI and Insights are no longer
available.
- APRIL 15 – MAY 13: Invitations to access the new Lion Portal sent via
email on a rolling basis to existing Lion Account users. User permission
will NOT change. Those who currently can report service, access member
data and other key functions remail the same.
- MAY 13 and BEYOND: All visitors attempting to access the previous
digital tools will be automatically redirected to the NEW LION PORTAL.

I can just feel the anxiety levels rising!!! NOT another computer system
rollout like the previous one. LCI has working hard to have this New
Portal operating as designed and to create a positive experience
for all Lions and Leos. If LCI, determines that more time is needed to
ensure the systems optimal performance, the dates may be adjusted and
we will be notified. PLEASE note, that the new Lion Portal
will require a unique, unshared email, and phone numbers will no longer
be supported as a log in credential.
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Governor’s Message Continued
For the latest information and resources, please visit
lionsclubs.org/portal-updates. It also includes how-to videos for help
accessing the new portal once you have received your Lion Portal
invitation email.

Please continue to report your service, and your membership reports as
you have been doing. If you find that you have a problem after the move
to the new system, PLEASE do not hesitate to contact our District
Administrator, Lion Joel Lytton, jclytton@gmail.com or 540-353-8943
and/or our Beta site tester, 1VDG Andre’ Peery, apeerystar@gmail.com
or 540-521-0530. 

We are moving into the last quarter of our Lions’ year and we cannot
stop reporting all our wonderful SERVICE!!!!!

See you at State Convention!
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State Convention Information
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State Convention Registration



A P R I L  2 0 2 4

State Convention LEO Workshop Registration
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State Convention Schedule
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State Convention Sessions
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State Convention Menu
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State Convention Voting Delegation
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LOVF BBQ Luncheon
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2024 Lions of Virginia State Convention 
Service Project
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Early Childhood Hearing Screening Training
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Candidates for District Office 2024-2025
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Constitution and By-Laws Proposals
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RLLI 2024
On March 1-3, 2024 29 Lions and 1 Leo gathered in

Charlottesville for the 2024 edition of the Regional Lions
Leadership Institute. The class was full for the first time in many

years. The last RLLI was in 2022 in Roanoke, VA. Our district
had the only Leo in attendance and she held her own and got

everyone's attention. Leo Paige Wills of the Wytheville Leo Club
along with her father, MD 24 State Leo Chair Lion Jim Wills,

were both in attendance along with a host of Lions from across
the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

The Institute was a great success and we are looking forward
to our next RLLI 2025, which has been preliminarily scheduled

for Feb 28, 2025 through March 2, 2025. 

More information will be forthcoming as we continue the
planning for this event. If you have any questions, please feel

free to contact PCC Lion Marty Alford at 540-392-1453 or email
at marty.alford1960@gmail.com

mailto:marty.alford1960@gmail.com
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Virtual Leadership Discussion/Forum
Lions from across the state are invited to attend a virtual
discussion on Lions Leadership on Saturday May 18, 2024

starting at 1:30 p.m. and finishing up by 3:30 p.m. 

We want to focus on all club officers and Lions looking to
become club officers. We will be working on registrations for

the event by calling or emailing PCC Lion Marty Alford at 
540-392-1453 or email at marty.alford1960@gmail.com.

 Spread the news to all club presidents, vice presidents,
secretaries, treasurers, and membership chairs. We will be

discussing strategies to help grow our clubs and increase our
impact in our respective communities. Join us if you can.

Join Zoom Meeting
 https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87213885979?
pwd=kceisd7lLz72yxKNfGacXueya9FQQQ.1 

Meeting ID: 872 1388 5979 
Passcode: 030370

For those who don't have internet access, you can join by phone

Dial by your location • +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
Meeting ID: 872 1388 5979 

Passcode: 030370

mailto:marty.alford1960@gmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87213885979?pwd=kceisd7lLz72yxKNfGacXueya9FQQQ.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87213885979?pwd=kceisd7lLz72yxKNfGacXueya9FQQQ.1
tel:+1%20301%20715%208592
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LCIF Raffle Information
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Lions District 24C Fighting Hunger Day
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MD24 Service Projects
Please enter your service projects in LCI (lionsclubs.org).
Reporting is vital to the success of our local Lions clubs,

districts, and international. LCI reviews the activities of the
clubs and districts requesting financial assistance and uses this
information for determining eligibility for grants. If you need

help entering activities, please contact Lion Joel Lytton, District
24C administrator (jclytton@gmail.com). Please consider

participating in the MD 24 State-wide environmental projects.

Districts 24L, C, and I are supporting International President,
Dr. Patti Hill’s environmental initiative by participating in
two State-wide environmental projects. The first project is

the NexTrex recycling program, which will run through June
2024. We are collecting soft plastics (see website below for

details). After 1,000 pounds are collected NexTrex donates a
bench to your community.  For more information visit the Nextrex

site: www.nextrex.com

The second project is a Spring tree planting. Clubs can choose to
do tree planting or buy seedlings/saplings for area residents and
other organizations to plant. We will share more information on

this project in the Spring. 

We are asking all clubs to participate in these important projects.
The plastics recycling project may result in your club receiving a

bench and will help get the plastics out of our environment.
Please post pictures on social media platforms of your club

participating in these projects and use #lionsgogreen.
International President, Dr. Patti Hill will see these posts when

using the hashtag.
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District 24C Pediatric Cancer Project
Update
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JDRF One-Walk
The JDRF One-Walk will be held Sunday, April 14 at the Salem Red Sox
Baseball Stadium. Our District sponsors the Rest Stops, the Lions Kids
Korner, and any additional volunteers as needed. 

There is still a need for 3 to 4 Lions to volunteer to serve at a Rest
Stop.  This can be individual Lions or Lions representing their club.
At the Rest Stops you will be handing out snacks and water. 

You would need to arrive by 2:30. The Walk begins at 3:00.  You will
be done by 4:00.

This is a great way to achieve service in one of our key areas: Diabetes
Awareness and to serve our Community in a way that showcases Lions.

Any Lion that can help, please contact Lion Babette Newman:

lionbabette@gmail.com

mailto:lionbabbertte@gmail.com


A P R I L  2 0 2 4

Richlands Lions Club Golf Tournament
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Richlands Lions Club Golf Tournament
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Buchanan Lions Club News
On Saturday, February 24, the Buchanan Lions held a "Friends and
Family" Dinner, and managed to surprise Lion Pat Jasper, with a
Melvin Jones Fellowship award. Lion Judy Alford, 2nd Vice District
Governor, of MD 24-C Lions, Roanoke area joined us to give her the
award. The Melvin Jones Fellowship is named for Melvin Jones, the
founder of Lions Clubs International. As a Melvin Jones Fellow, Lion
Pat's name has been added to the LCIF (Lions Club International
Fellowship) room at the International headquarters in Oak Brook, IL.
This award represents her dedication to humanitarian service. 

Patricia Nirk Jasper (Pat) was born and raised in Iowa. She went to
school there and graduated from Morningside College with a teaching
degree. She met her husband Gail in Germany while teaching on a
military base. They were married in West Virginia where Gail had
grown up. After his military discharge they moved to Buchanan to live
in the family home that Pat currently lives in. Pat taught at Cloverdale
Elementary, Buchanan Elementary, and science at Central Academy
Middle School. While teaching she received her master’s degree from
Virginia Tech.

Lion Pat is a longtime member of the Buchanan Lions Club, serving in
the capacity of President for 7 years. With the Lions Club she has
volunteered with, among others, James River Water testing, The Lions
Eyeglass Recycling Center, Carillion Children’s Cancer Center, and
Solomon’s Mission events and projects. Beyond the Buchanan Lions, she
is active in many areas locally with her passion for community service.
She is an active member of Buchanan Presbyterian Church where she
sings in the choir, as well as being involved in their Food
Pantryprogram. Pat is a member of the Buchanan Friends of the
Library and the Friends book club. She is well known for working at
the Town Carnival, cooking hotdogs each summer. She is an active
member and past president of the Town Improvement Society. she is an
asset to our community.
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Buchanan Lions Club News Continued
In the picture is Buchanan Lion president Tim Heinlein, Lion Pat Jasper,
and Lion Judy Alford.

Galax Lions Club News
On March 13th Galax Lions Club proudly added two new members to
the Pride.  Region 4, Zone 3 Chairperson Lion Danny Miller officiated.

Left photo, New Lion Elaine Rector with Lion Danny Miller
Right photo, New Lion Bruce Rector with Lion Danny Miller

Welcome aboard Lions Bruce and Elaine!
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Daleville Fincastle Lions Club News
On March 4th, the Daleville Fincastle Lions participated in the annual
Read Across America Day which is always on or near Dr. Suess’s
Birthday.  This year they read to the children at Breckinridge
Elementary School.  The Lions always say, “We have more fun than the
children”.  Participating in this “fun” service project were from left to
right: Teri Walker, Linda All, Lowell Skelton, Betty Reynolds, Mike
Jackson and Teresa Fridley.

On March 2nd, the Daleville Fincastle Lions held their 5th annual James
A. Bland Memorial Music Contest at The Glebe.  This year, the following
eight (8) contestants participated: Moriah Bremner, Piano; Seth Lee,
Piano, Eva Campbell, Piano; Emery Maxson, Vocalist; Josh Miao,
Violin; Beau Lee, Violin; Annelise Campbell, Piano and Jousha Miner,
Piano.  First Place Winners, Emery Maxson, Vocalist, and Joshua Miner,
Instrumentalist, are shown above with Daleville Fincastle Lions
President Lowell Skelton (on left) and Lion Jim Reynolds who was the
Bland Music Event Emcee.  Emery and Joshua will advance to the Lions
District 24-C Semi-District Contest in Roanoke on Sunday, March 10th.
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Pound Lions Club News
Weekend Food Bags for Students at JW Adams Combined School   

Two of our members assisted with purchase, preparation, and /or
delivery of 100 bags that contained food for students who attend JW
Adams Combined School. This is a monthly project of First Presbyterian
Church of Pound. The church provided the funds. A member of the
church who is also a Lion ordered the supplies and picked them up.
Members of the church and a Lions Club member prepared the food
supplies, so that after church service the supplies could be bagged and
readied for delivery to school the following Thursday. Students were
given their food bags on Friday to take home for the weekend.   

Plastic Recycling Project

The Club has an ongoing project of collecting plastic for recycling and
periodically delivering it to Food City where it is then sent to a
recycling facility. On February 8, three Club members delivered over
140 pounds of plastic. Club members, as well as others in the
community leave plastic at an area adjacent to the Food Bank. The
plastic is weighed, and when 1000 pounds have been delivered, the
Club receives a Trex bench made using recycled plastic. A plaque is
attached, identifying the Club, and the bench is placed at a location in
Pound. Nine benches have already been earned, and hundreds of
pounds of plastic taken out of the environment.  
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Pound Lions Club News Continued
Bland Music Scholarship Competition

Cantrell Hall on the campus of UVA Wise was the site for the local
Bland Music Scholarship Competition on Saturday, March 3rd. Five
instrumentalists and three vocalists competed in the local portion of
the contest sponsored by the Pound Lions Club. Students from Central
High School, Union Primary School, Ridgeview High School, Norton
Elementary School, LF Addington Middle School, and St. Paul
Elementary School participated. First place winner in the instrumental
category, playing the violin, was Adelyn Harper Bledsoe, a 4th grader
from Union Primary. She is the daughter of Jordan and Kelli Bledsoe.
Second place winner was Moses Cyphers, an 8th grader from Norton
Elementary, performed a selection on the piano. Moses is the son of
Vanessa and Russell Cyphers. First place winner in the vocal category
was Andrew Mullins, son of Erin Mullins, and a junior at Central High.
Second place was Taylor Wolford, a sophomore also from Central.
Taylor is the daughter of Rebecca Railing.  

Pictured left to right: Braxton Cyphers, Moses, Cyphers, Brayden
Hillyer, Hannah Coffey, Taylor Wolford, Andrew Mullins, Brennan
Sorah, and Adelyn Bledsoe. Congratulations to all participants on their
accomplishments and talents. We would like to thank the judges, UVA
Wise, Mr. Peter Ryan, and all those who came to support the students.
Winners will advance to Emory and Henry for the regional competition 
on March 24.  
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Pound Lions Club News Continued
Food Bank Activity for February

The president of the Pound Lions Club (Charlene Shortt) is the director
of the local food bank. Four other Lions are volunteers at the center. In
addition to boxing the food and distributing it, several volunteers must
go to the local distribution center, load the food, bring it back to the
food bank, unload the items, and place the food in designated areas.
The director also orders additional items from Food City and the local
IGA that have to be delivered and unloaded at the food bank by other
volunteers. The food bank is open every Thursday.  
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Appalachia Club News 
On February 20th, our club distributed 60 food boxes to the needy in
our community. We had 4 volunteers with 16 volunteer hours.

On March 5th, we had 2 volunteers distribute 60 food boxes with 10
volunteer hours.

On March 12th, we had 3 members volunteer at the Appalachia First
Baptist Church to help Appalachian Community Action & Development
Agency, Inc. (AppCAA) distribute diapers and food to mothers with
young children. We have members that volunteer for this on the second
Tuesday of each month.

For the month of February, the president of our club, Ben Hooper, who
owns a bread truck and delivers for Flowers Foods, has donated over 2
thousand dollars worth of bread and other baked goods to our club to
distribute to the needy in our community.
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Wytheville Club News 
At our March 19 meeting we were pleased to induct the members of our
new Leo Club. They have hit the road running with four service
projects underway. We look forward to having the extra help at the
Lions Club Carnival in July. We also inducted five new Lions as well.

The Wytheville Lions helped support the Coldest Night of the Year walk
sponsored by Wytheville’s Open Door Community. This was one of
many walks across the nation to raise funds in support of
homelessness.

Congratulations to Charlotte Simmons 
for winning the local Lions Peace Poster 
contest. Here she accepts the awards
with her parents 
Ernie and Erin Simmons.
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Wytheville Club News Continued 
Lindsey Richard, AUD, CCC-A from the Virginia School for the Deaf and
the Blind came to the Wytheville Meeting Center to discuss ways of
screening for hearing loss in children ages 1 to 5. Eight Lions Clubs
from Southwest Virginia were represented at the training session
which included a practice session using one of the latest Otoacoustic
Emissions (OAE) testing devices. These devices will allow the Lions to
expand their childhood hearing screening already performed in
schools to include Day Care, Head Start, and Preschool students as
early as this Fall.

Wytheville Lion’s  are collecting light weight plastic film packaging to
be recycled by the Trex company, famous for their polymer decking.
Trex will donate a bench to any group that collects 1,000 pounds of the
material by the end of 2024. Learn more at Trex.com/recycling.
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Wytheville Club News Continued 
The Wytheville Lions have been working in support of the NRV chapter
of Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP). SHP provides beds to children in
need. The beds are built by volunteers at events organized by the
group funded by local supporters. Here (Left) Lion Don Alexander helps
measure lumber with a jig he made for the occasion. (Right) Forty beds
made today ready for their new homes. SHP has groups all across
Virginia and the nation. Learn more at shpbeds.org
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Communication Plan
In order to streamline the Communication process, the Communications
Team is asking that the following submission guidelines be adhered to
when requesting notification to the Cabinet, Club Officers, and Lions
Members:

1. Governor's Update - If you wish to have a communication sent out for
immediate attention, please send to the District Governor and a copy to
Lion Joel Lytton, Cabinet Secretary by 5 p.m. each Monday. The Governor
will then review the report and Lion Joel will send to Lions on Wednesday
or Thursday that week.
Submit to:
DG Jean Cook: cookjean548@gmail.com
Lion Joel Lytton: jclytton@gmail.com

2. District 24-C Dispatch will be sent to ALL Lions on the 2nd and 4th
week of the month. This email publication is to keep Lions informed of
time sensitive events and activities that they would possibly be interested
in. This publication is NOT for club pictures and articles.

Submit to: 1VDG Andre Peery, Apeerystar@gmail.com

3. District 24-C Newsletter, "Lions Roaring Pride,” will be published by
the first of each month. Submissions need to be sent to Lion Mandy by the
15th of each month. This publication is for your club to show off your
Lions' PRIDE with pictures and articles, etc.

Submit to: Lion Mandy Barrett, lions24cnewsletter@gmail.com

By following these guidelines, the Communication Team is hoping to help
facilitate and organize the process of the District 24-C communication
system. If you have questions, please let me know.

Your immediate cooperation will be greatly appreciated on this matter!!!


